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ROYAL COMMISSION INTO INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES TO CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE — 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [9.17 am]: I rise to update the house on the 
McGowan government’s work to implement the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. For five years, the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse uncovered where institutions—government and non-government—have failed to protect children. 
The McGowan government has responded strongly to the royal commission and continues to progress the 
310 recommendations that are applicable to the state, with over 95 per cent of those recommendations either completed 
or progressing. Earlier this week, I was pleased to launch the latest work on this important area of reform. The 
Department of Communities, in consultation with other government agencies, has developed a whole-of-government 
child safety portal on the wa.gov.au website. The “Safer WA for Children and Young People” online resource will 
provide streamlined access to information regarding child safety and present it in a clear and accessible manner by 
bringing together relevant safety tips and key information. It also features a dedicated page for children and young 
people to access information about online safety, effective ways to seek help and, if needed, how they can report 
allegations of abuse. Information about support services for victims and survivors of child sexual abuse is also 
included, and the website maintains a link to the royal commission website and the survivors’ “Message to 
Australia”. The website will continue to be updated with the latest information on the progress of royal commission 
recommendations being implemented. 

The McGowan government is committed to this work because the importance of it is clear: keeping children safe 
is our highest priority. The experiences and the courage shown by those who bravely stepped forward during the 
royal commission cannot and will not be ignored by the McGowan government. I thank my cabinet colleagues as 
well as the many government agencies, non-government organisations and individuals involved for their input into 
this important work. 
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